
PARENT INFORMATION 
 
As your student enters high school, information as a parent is harder to get as most 
teachers/directors communicate mostly through the student’s Google Classroom. We’ve 
compiled this list to try and put all info in one place. This is a Work In Progress and will continue 
to be updated throughout the year so check back often!  
 
Band, and especially marching season, feels like drinking from a fire hose the first couple of 
months, but hang in there, get involved, and ask questions! You will meet some amazing people 
all with the same goal - to support the band and nurture our kids’ musical talents and 
friendships. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
It’s important for Incoming Wildcats to sign up for the first 2 main methods of band 
communication no later than February of your student’s 8th grade year. Information will start 
being sent in early spring about important deadlines, auditions, and camps happening in both 
spring and summer. 
 

1.​ PRESTO ASSISTANT - This is the email list the directors use to send updates to 
parents. You AND your student must each create an account to get on this list.​
Instructions here: https://www.vinesband.info/parents.html 
INCOMING WILDCATS - Sign up starting in November of your student’s 8th grade year.​
 

2.​ MEMBERSHIP TOOLKIT (MTK) - All Booster-related items are on this website, 
including order forms and volunteer signups. All parents are required to have a login and 
use this site to order and pay for all required band items such as shirts, marching shoes, 
uniform accessories, etc. The Booster Communication chair uses this system to send 
out weekly newsletters. 

https://www.vinesband.info/parents.html


Login/Signup (you can use your pre-established MTK logins from other organizations) here: 
https://vinesband.membershiptoolkit.com/home ​
INCOMING WILDCATS - Login/Sign up starting in November of your student’s 8th grade 
year. Select “Parent/Guardian of Future Wildcat”. When adding your Student, just 
choose the closest options for Marching/Band classes/instruments. These won’t be 
determined until later spring.​
NOTE - The system will “roll over” to the next school year starting in mid-May. If signing 
up after this date, simply choose “Parent/Guardian of Vines Band (or Colorguard) 
Student”.​
 

3.​ TALKING POINTS APP - The Directors use this PISD-approved platform to send mass 
texts to a select group, such as letting all parents know when the band is headed back 
from a football game or communicating securely with students. The Directors will 
automatically add parents’ cell numbers based on your information of record through 
PISD/Skyward. Make sure your PISD account is up to date with current phone numbers 
by early Spring. 

CALENDAR 
The directors maintain a Google calendar. Add this to your phone or refer to the link to stay up 
to date. 
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=vineshsvikingband@gmail.com&ctz=Amer
ica/Chicago 

WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA 
1.​ Main Band Website: www.vinesband.info 
2.​ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/vines.band  
3.​ Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/VinesHSBand/  
4.​ SmugMug (where our band photographers upload pics after each event): 

https://vineshsband.smugmug.com/  

FORMS/SIGNATURES NEEDED 
Watch for these forms in Google Classroom and via email in early Spring. This document will 
also be updated with links to each. 

1.​ Parent/Student UIL Marching Band Acknowledgment Form 
2.​ PISD Code of Conduct for Extracurricular Activities 
3.​ PISD Permission Form for School-Sponsored Activities 
4.​ Pre-participation Physical Evaluation  

https://vinesband.membershiptoolkit.com/home
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=vineshsvikingband@gmail.com&ctz=America/Chicago
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=vineshsvikingband@gmail.com&ctz=America/Chicago
http://www.vinesband.info
https://www.facebook.com/vines.band
https://www.instagram.com/VinesHSBand/
https://vineshsband.smugmug.com/


WHAT DOES IT COST TO BE IN BAND? 
The cost is split into 2 sections: 

1.​ Individual items - shirts, shoes, personalized Plano Band water bottle sleeve 
(“Juguzzi”), game day meals, etc. The same shirt, shorts, marching shoes, and juguzzi 
can be reused the following year if they are in good condition. 

2.​ Family contribution - pays for general band expenses that are not covered by PISD or 
fundraising. 

NOTE - Colorguard will have a different form for Individual items. The family contribution amount 
will depend on if the student will continue with band in the spring semester or not. 
 
Costs change from year to year based on performance and travel expenses, but the list below is 
what we paid this year and/or anticipate for next year (costs may change slightly when more 
information is received from directors/vendors regarding uniform needs/costs for next year):  
 

TOTAL BAND COST W/ INDIVIDUAL ITEMS & FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 

 Band Shirt $18 

 Band Shorts $16 

 Marching Shoes $68 

 Uniform Accessory Fee $50 

 UDB Marching Drill App $10 

 Water Jug & Juguzzi Sleeve $41 

 Game Day/UIL/Events Meals/Snacks (12) $77 

 Additional Family Contribution* $285 

 *required of each student to pay for general band costs not covered by PISD or fundraising  

 *see Family Contribution calculation below  

   

BAND TOTAL: $565 

 

TOTAL COLORGUARD COST W/ INDIVIDUAL ITEMS & FAM CONT 

 Competition Uniform $150 

 Competition Leotard $27 

 Tank Top $20 

 Shirt $20 

 Shorts $25 

 Sweatpants $26 

 Jacket $100 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FAMILY CONTRIBUTION CALCULATION 

Vines Band Boosters Budget (items not covered by PISD or Individual Required Items) 

   

 Clinicians & Judges (Marching, UIL, Region, Summer Camps) $35,000 

 Music/Show Design & Licensing $12,000 

 Leadership Camps $2,000 

 Band & Colorguard Equipment, Maintenance, & Supplies $8,000 

 Haggard & Wilson Benefit, 8th Grade Shirts $3,500 

 Scholarships $2,000 

 Administrative Costs (websites. smugmug, insurance, supplies) $3,500 

 Expense Sub-Total $66,000 

 Fundraising goal (net of fees/expenses) -$25,000 

 TOTAL EXPENSE TO COVER $41,000 

   

ADDITIONAL FAMILY CONTRIBUTION (based on ~145 families) $283 

 
 

 Backpack $57 

 Flag Bag $50 

 UDB Marching Drill App $10 

 Water Jug & Juguzzi Sleeve $41 

 Game Day/UIL/Events Meals/Snacks (12) $77 

 *Addl Family Contribution (band in spring) $285 

 *Addl Family Contribution (no band in spring) $165 

   

COLORGUARD TOTAL (in BAND in Spring) $888 

COLORGUARD TOTAL (NOT in BAND in Spring) $768 



ORDERING & PAYING FOR REQUIRED BAND 
ITEMS & FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 
All students choosing to participate in the Vines Wildcat Band are expected to participate 
financially. However, we do not want financial hardships to prevent a student from participating 
in band, so a limited number of scholarships have been set aside to help families with the 
Family Contribution portion of the cost. If you would like to apply for a scholarship, click HERE 
for the Scholarship Form.  
 
ORDER FORMS:  
The order forms will be ready around mid-May and will close mid-June. Links and 
instructions will be sent via email. 
 
It is IMPERATIVE that all PARENTS login to the Membership Toolkit MTK site and complete 
these forms before the deadline so that the correct sizes can be ordered ahead of time and be 
available for pickup at Uniform Fitting Day.  
 
Orders not placed by the deadline will not be received until early-Sept, which means that 
students will not have the required shirt, shorts, & juguzzi for the first concert and 1-2 football 
games. The very first event that requires the Vines logo dry fit shirt is the Twilight Concert 
usually held the first week of school and includes PSHS, Vines, & Clark bands. 
 
PAYMENT DEADLINES:  
All Individual Items (shirts, shoes, meals, etc) must be paid for by July 31, 2026 in order to be 
received at Uniform Fitting Day. 
 
Families choosing to pay the Family Contribution in installments will need to pay $100 deposit 
by July 31, 2026, and then pay monthly installments until the end of October 2026. 
 
Important: We encumber many costs in advance on our students’ behalf. For this reason 
there can be no refunds due to academic ineligibility, change in participation, or change 
of schedule as expenses are pre-paid. 

BOOSTER CLUB 
All band parents are automatically part of the Band Booster Club, a 100% parent-led 501(c)3 
non-profit organization that supports the band directors and all non-educational band-related 
activities. All fundraising and volunteer needs are managed through the Boosters. See this 
graphic to understand who and what the boosters are and do in the Plano Central Cluster 
(includes PSHS and all feeder schools). Booster Club Defined Graphic 
 
The Boosters can only exist and function with help from all of our band parents! The more 
involvement we have, the more opportunities we can provide to the students while 

https://www.vinesband.info/important-forms.html
https://www.vinesband.info/uploads/8/3/1/2/83128934/booster_club_defined.pdf


simultaneously keeping the overall costs to families low. From helping to distribute meals to our 
students on game days, riding the bus and chaperoning the games, moving equipment and 
props onto the field, helping decorate for the spring banquet, working with local businesses to 
setup spirit nights and sponsorships, arranging fundraiser opportunities, to managing all the 
finances of the boosters, coordinating all volunteers, or overseeing the entire operations of the 
Booster club, there are positions for everyone! It’s a great way to see behind the scenes and be 
involved in the life of your teen (from a comfortable distance!).  
 

CONTACT US 
Any non-student related questions can usually be answered via the boosters so try contacting 
us first. We will forward to whomever can answer your question. 
vinesbandboosters@gmail.com 
 

FAQs - Coming Soon! 

mailto:vinesbandboosters@gmail.com
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